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Halton Crime Stoppers Celebrates 25 Years in the Community 

Laurèn Sybydlo - Halton Crime Stoppers celebrated 25 years in the community at the 
Burlington Art Centre on November 28.  Guest speakers included Chief Stephen 
Tanner, Dave Forster of the Ontario Association of Crime Stoppers, and Sharlene 
Bosma, the widow of homicide victim Tim Bosma.  Sharlene Bosma shared how 
important the Crime Stoppers community of volunteers was to her in her time of need.  

Sharlene Bosma’s experience with Crime Stoppers began when her husband Tim 
disappeared on May 6, 2013 after leaving his Ancaster home with two men for a test 
drive of his pickup truck that he had advertised for sale online.  Sharlene described 
Crime Stoppers as “A place where people could and did call in tips to help find 
my husband… The fact that there is an organization like Crime Stoppers that can 
handle an immense volume of calls means the world to someone who is desperately 
waiting for news.”  Sharlene expressed her appreciation for the organization and 
its volunteers:  “Thank you so much for stepping into my life when I needed you.”

For 25 years, the organization has been helping the local police service solve 
crimes through its anonymous tips line.  The not-for-profit organization has 
helped to make over 1,000 arrests, helped police to seize 80 weapons and helped 
to recover $20 million worth of property and illegal drugs off of the streets.  

According to Statistics Canada Crime Severity Index for 2012, Halton Region 
is the safest community with a population over 100,000 in Canada in which 
to live. “This doesn’t mean we don’t have crime, because we do,” says 
Crime Stoppers of Halton Chair, Norman Bellefontaine.  “We still need to 
bear down and make our community even safer.  Crime Stoppers is one of 
the tools in the safety toolkit and I encourage you to use it to the fullest.”

Statistics since Inception

Tips 13,941
Arrests 1,051
Cases Solved 2,045
Weapons 
Recovered

80

Property 
Recovered

$2,472,077

Rewards Paid $54,565
Drugs Seized $17,265,391
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Shred-It - Protect Your Identity

Anna Deane - On October 19, 2013, the Shred-it Company 
further assisted Crime Stoppers of Halton by providing its 
own company headquarters located on 1218 South Service 
Road in Oakville.  We extend a big thank you to Shred-it for 
its continued generosity and assistance to us in fighting crime.

Despite the rain and cold weather, our dedicated volunteers ventured out to assist in the shredding 
of documents.  Security-minded Halton residents brought their personal documents in bags 
and boxes to be safely and securely destroyed by shredding.  This event raised over $1,000.  

Idenity Theft is the world’s fastest growing form of consumer fraud.  Shredding personal documents is only 
one way to protect the identity and privacy of yourself, your business and your customers.  Here are a few tips:

Protect yourself at home  

• Keep your personal documents in a secure place.
• Always take your receipt when you leave a store, restaurant, gas pump, bank wicket or bank machine. 

Never place receipts in trash containers!
• Take a look at your credit report every year and report problems immediately.
• Reconcile your bank statements monthly and report discrepancies immediately.
• Shred or safetly dispose of all documents with personal information  - envelopes, return address labels, 

unwanted receipts, cheques, bank statements, pre-approved credit card applications, old credit cards, old 
tax returns, medical information, insurance forms, etc.

Pop-A-Lock Community Key-A-Thon

Laurèn Sybydlo - Last November, Pop-A-Lock held a Community 
Key-A-Thon fundraiser at Dorval Crossing in Oakville. Pop-
A-Lock is the world’s largest group of locksmiths who 
provide 24-hour locksmith services.  Pop-A-Lock of Halton 
offers exceptional service and value for all commercial, 
residential, and automotive locksmith/lockout needs.  

Those who were missing a car key, remote or FOB were 
able to get one made at specially reduced prices and 
all the proceeds went to Crime Stoppers of Halton.    

Thank you to all our patrons, Pop-A-Lock of Halton 
employees, and Crime Stoppers of Halton volunteers 
who braved the cold for this very worthy cause.  

Visit: www.popalock.ca to find out more.
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A Message from the Chair 

Norman Bellefontaine - Crime Stoppers of Halton marked an important 
milestone in 2013 with 25 years of service to the Halton Region. 
While we are certainly proud of our past success, we realize that this 
does not guarantee future success. That is why we are continuing 
our fight against crime in our community with renewed vigor. 

For 2014, our theme is “Breaking the Code of Silence” whether 
due to mistrust of police, fear, peer pressure, apathy or an 
aversion to get involved. While we encourage citizens to deal 
with the police directly, we understand that many good citizens 
will not come forward publicly. That is where Crime Stoppers 
steps in - we provide a means to provide information on a crime 
anonymously, which is guaranteed by the courts and tipsters never 
have to appear in court. And we will also provide a reward of up 
to $2,000 for information which leads to an arrest or conviction. 

Crime Stoppers works largely due to a strong partnership with the police service, the media, the business community and 
the region’s citizens.  You are all  a key part of our success and we encourage each and everyone to be alert, report any 
crime or suspicious activity, and help maintain safety for yourself, your family, your friends, and the community at large. 

On behalf of the Board of Halton Crime Stoppers, I wish you all a safe and healthy 2014. Please 
visit our website at www.haltoncrimestoppers.com for further information on our organization.  

A Year in Review

Paul Proteau - A year has passed since I entered the role of Crime Stoppers Police Coordinator. I must say that although 
it was a huge departure from what I’ve experienced before in policing, it has been a fun and interesting challenge.

For one, I had to practice my smile for the media. I have never liked having my photo taken and now I am in front 
of the cameras a lot. Not only do I find myself in print media, but I am also doing television spots for local channels.

Another thing I had to get used to was explaining the history and process of Crime Stoppers to just about everyone 
I meet. Most people are shocked to learn that Crime Stoppers is not a part of the police. Crime Stoppers is in fact an 
independent charity, which collects anonymous tips and submits them to police.  Even Crime Stoppers’ employees, 
telephone and computer equipment are all separate from the police. I was also pleasantly surprised at how few people 
come forward to collect authorized rewards. Of the forty-nine authorized tips in 2013, only three tipsters picked 
up their rewards. This tells us that the motivation of the tipsters to report crime isn’t money, but community safety.  

In 2013, Crime Stoppers reintroduced itself to high school students in Halton. I found that the Grade Nine students 
were very attentive to the presentation I provided. What I wanted students to understand was that although 
they were Grade Nine students now, in a few short years they would be high school seniors and they had the 
responsibility to set the tone today for what that school would look like down the road. I also showed a video that 
the Youth in Policing students filmed and edited for Crime Stoppers last summer. The student audience understood 
that it wasn’t just an adult who was telling them what to do but fellow students who were helping to educate them.  

So much has happened in the past year – the Community Shred-it Event Fundraiser, the 6th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament, and the Key-A-Thon Fundraiser to name a few.  Crime Stoppers even celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary in Halton this past November. These events could not have been possible without our dedicated 
volunteers. I look forward to what 2014 has to offer and I wonder what the next 25 year will bring Crime Stoppers.  

 

Paul Proteau and Norman Bellefontaine 
Photo Courtesy of David Lea, Oakville Beaver 
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Why I Volunteer for Crime Stoppers

Olga Tenaschuk - Safety within my community 
is of paramount importance to me; 
that is why I decided to volunteer for 
Crime Stoppers.  I enjoy participating in 
many of the fund-generating activities 
scheduled throughout the year.  Some 
of these fun-filled events include 
the Jail-a-thon, Community Shred-
it and the annual Golf Tournament.  

Being involved in this program is very rewarding because it encourages 
private citizens to step foward and provide information that may help solve a 
crime.  By calling the Tip Line (1-800-222-8477), communicating online or via 
text, anyone can report possible criminal activity with complete anonymity.  

Crime Stoppers addresses my personal values regarding what constitutes 
a safe community and enables me to make a difference.  It is because of 
Crime Stoppers that families in Halton can enjoy evening walks through 
their own neighbourhoods and children can play freely in nearby parks.  This 
past January, the Halton Region was once again named the safest regional 
community in Canada for the fourth year in a row.  Crime Stoppers works.

I am very proud to be part of such a well-organized team that works very diligently to 
educate the public about Crime Stoppers.  Our monthly meetings are informative 
and new ideas for future events are always welcome.  Everyone who is involved 
with Crime Stoppers is extremely dedicated to its cause - reducing crime in the 
community.  I can rest easily at night knowing that what we do makes a big difference.  

To find out more about how you can supprt Crime Stoppers of Halton, please visit:
 www.haltoncrimestoppers.com/supportus.aspx
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A safer community is 
your call!

Did yo
u know? • Crime Stoppers is not part of the Police. 

• We are an independent charitable organization governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors made up of citizens representing all areas of Halton.

• Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call display and calls are not recorded.
• When submitting an online tip, the IP address is scrambled to maintain the 

tipster’s anoymity. 


